decision laid it down that preparations be^madejin 1939
to ensure on an area of joo,ooo hectares, a millet crop of not
less than an average of ij centners per hectare.

The   Staff-Headquarters   of this   first  battle    for  millet
was   the   Lenin Academy of Agricultural   Sciences   of   the

Two"types of millet panicles
U.S.S.R., and  its7 President,   T. D. Lysenko,  was the  com-
mander- in-chief.
On the battlefield, time is precious. In that very same
year, 1938^ the Academy's brigades of agrotechnicians,
mechanization experts and fertilizer experts went out to
the districts concerned. What did they take with them?
The knowledge that millet is one of the most drought-hardy
crops; and also the knowledge that millet is not the Caliban
of the plant world, but rather a feeble, even tender plant;
that it could not rely on its own strength, that it was begging
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